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“Aloha! My name is Tyra Kaimuloa Bates and I am this year’s Konawaena’s May Day 
Queen. Starting from the age of three years old, I joined Hālau Kala’akeakauikawēkiu as a 
young hula dancer. This title of being May Day Queen allows me to represent my family, 
the ancestors who came before me and the native holiday of Lei Day. This native Hawaiian 
holiday allows everyone to celebrate the aloha spirit and the giving of leis. As this year’s 
May Day Queen, I am honored to have the opportunity to perpetuate Hawaiian culture 
and traditions with everyone.”

What May Day Means to Me

WE ARE KONAWAENA
A Goodbye After 32 Years of Service

May Day Queen 2022

What makes Konawaena special?  For Mr. Suzuki, the former Konawaena principal and an educator for 32 years, it seems that it’s an 
intangible aspect of our school.  In an interview with Mr. Suzuki he shared how Konawaena is different and his advice for future students 
and staff of our school.  Continued on pg. 2
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WILDCAT OHANA 

Konawaena faculty & staff 2021 - 2022

Mr. Suzuki holding his goodbye poster

Kumu saying goodbye to Mr. Suzuki

Mr. Suzuki:  “Having had the opportunity to 
visit several other places and definitely many 
other schools, Konawaena is different. 
I can’t, or a lot of people not necessarily can 
completely explain why it’s different.  The 
best way I can explain it, I guess, is a really 
caring and supportive environment.  I will 
give you a great example: you probably know 
most of, it’s not all of your classmates.   And 
you might not hang out with certain folks, or 
other folks, or whatnot, but you probably feel 
that it’s not really super cliquey. Everyone 
kind of gets along, and we’re all in Kona, 
we’re all at Konawaena, and it’s all good, 
and we’re just people, and we just like each 
other and we support each other.   That sort 
of stuff doesn’t happen everywhere.  People 
at Konawaena say hello to each other.  People 
care about each other.  Kids care about kids.  
Adults care about kids.  Parents and the com-
munity cares about kids. But the cool thing is, 
the kids care about all of that right back.  It 
is a different and special place.  I don’t know 
what it is, whether it’s old country values… 
there’s just something about it.   No matter 
the social-economic background of people, 
or anything about the culture.  It is something 
that is very difficult to describe. When people 
come to your school, they comment on how 
different it is.  When you walk in the office 
and Aunty Michelle is like ‘hey what’s up!’ or 
see Aunty Ruth is in the VP office.  You feel 
like people care, and people do.”

Interviewer: What is the most useful life 
lesson you have learned as an educator and 
principal?

Mr. Suzuki: “Number one is patience. Right. 
Because in education, we are in the people 
business, and everyone has a lot of stuff going 
on, and as an administrator and as a teacher, I 

found that if I could be patient and listen… 
I just knew that being patient and being 
grounded, was always a better place to make 
a decision from.  The other thing I learned 
early on was a lot of times it’s not what you 

do; it’s what you allow others to do.  And 
that was another really big lesson. So some-
times I think when you’re a manager, or su-
pervisor, or administrator  you think you’re 
going in and it’s all you, and it’s really not.  
It’s not what you do: a lot of times it’s what 
you allow others to do.   For them to use 

their gifts, to support them in the things 
that they’re good at.  That was an early 
lesson as well.  Allow people the room 
to use their gifts.  Allow it to happen.  
Facilitate it happening. It’s not all about 
me, right?  It’s not all about us.”

In the last parts of the interview, Mr. Su-
zuki urged all of us to not let go of what 
makes Konawaena special:  the com-
munity. For generations our community 
has shaped who we are as a school and 
will help determine who we want to be 
moving forward.  

Mr. Suzuki states, “That feeling and 
what makes Konawaena special, as 
long as it’s taken to build; generations, 
years, it is really easy to lose.  And, you 
know it’s what worried me about be-
ing so isolated: when we were closing 
schools, you talk about the pandemic 
or the online learning, or kids not being 
able to be on campus, but even teachers 
doing everything remotely… It’s easy to 
get caught up I think in ourselves, and 
things that are very individual.  If we 
don’t try and we don’t make a real effort 
to maintain community, to find or to take 
the time to get out of our comfort zones, 
rather than be so insular and isolated.  If 
we’re not taking that time, the things that 
make Konawaena different may disap-
pear quickly.   Keep Konawaena special. 
Let’s not take it for granted.  Let’s reach 
out to each other, let’s acknowledge each 
other and I’m talking to adults too. I’m 
not only talking to kids.”

Thank you Mr. Suzuki for your years of 
service!

We Are Konawaena 
Continued...
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CLUBS  

“Getting into broadcast wasn’t 
actually too hard. I went up to 
Mrs. Obregon one morning and 
asked if I can help with the be-
hind-the-scenes of doing broad-
cast, and of course, she said yes! 
Ever since then, I learned how 
to record live videos through 
Vimeo, and upload the morning 
bulletin into the KHS website 
under “broadcast” section. We 
come in every morning before 8. 
Usually, we record the morning 
broadcast around 7:50 before 
the bell. We prep the lighting, 
camera, monitors, slides, and 
rehearse before we start. Some-
times, we encounter technical 
difficulties; whether it’s trou-

bleshooting, connecting to the 
Vimeo software, setting up the 
cameras and the perfect lighting, 
or minor fix up to our morning 
announcements through the 
slides. After we finish recording, 
we as a whole broadcast crew 
say “good job” to one another 
for another great day of morning 
broadcast. And basically, that’s 
pretty much how we work-
around in the morning to have 
the morning broadcast finished. 
From my experience, I was the 
one person who wanted to stay 
behind the camera and do the 
computer stuff. Now this year 
I’ve gained more confidence in 
myself and I felt more comfort-

The Broadcast Crew:  Wake up Wildcats!
Writer: Justine Afaga 

Get Involved! Student Credit Union

Leo Club Food Drive! Students volunteer to help stop hunger in our community

able speaking in front of the camera and announcing schools news. I 
know from the audience perspective it looks very easy to do this, but 
actually talking in front of the camera and in the entire school is a lot 
of pressure because everyone is watching you.”

The Konawaena Leo Club assisted the Hawai’i Food Basket in 
retrieving money donations.  The students volunteered their time 
by walking around the Keauhou shopping center with fishing 
nets asking community members for cash donations to the Food 
Basket.  The Leo’s also participated in a phone interview with 
a local radio station to encourage more community members to 
donate to the cause.  Lenard Topenio, a senior this year stated, “I 
was honored to be able to represent my community in this event 
by asking for donations for this worthwhile cause. No one should 
go hungry in our community”
 Thank you to all the members who helped raise awareness 
for this cause, we appreciate you!

Ash Miller & Justine Afaga 

Kira Edmoundson (left) & President of SCU Manami Alspach(right)

The Student Credit Union (SCU for short), what is it, and what’s 
the purpose? You’ve most likely heard of the SCU and have 
possibly wondered what the motivation was for starting the club 
at Konawaena. The general purpose of the club is to provide 
students with financial skills, give students an opportunity to 
learn about financial literacy, and supply students with experi-
ences working on a board/in the field. The club first began its 
services at Konawaena in 1972 and has been providing students 
ever since then. Sadly, with Principal Suzuki retiring, the club’s 
ability to function has been brought to a halt, as they no longer 
have an authoritative figure signing off. Members hope that it’ll 
be back to normal before the end of the school year, but things 
don’t seem too hopeful as the end of the school year creeps closer. 
Regardless, the SCU held a membership drive, hoping to bring in 
new members and provide important information to students at 
Konawaena. If you want to join the club, or are at all interested in 
learning financial skills, the best way would be to talk to Mana-
mi Alspach, the current president, or to talk to Ms. Hernandez in 
room D-123. You don’t need an account to be a member, nor do 

you need to be a member to create an account at the credit union. That 
being said, the door is always open to new members who are willing 
to learn.

Writer: Jenna Weigelt 

left to right: Malia Casabar, Toko Minoda, Mina Taniyama, Lenard Topenio

Writer: Theo Eckart
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SPORTS

Football: 2021 BIIF Champions
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BIIF 
CHAMPIONS

2nd Place State 
Champs
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SPORTS
Boys Basketball

Boys Soccer Team

GIRLS SOCCER

WRESTLING
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STUDENT LIFE
What is it like to return to school 
after a year of doing virtual learn-
ing?  My experiences are quite 
normal; as I feel physical school 
is far more beneficial than virtu-
al school.  A positive side about 
returning to school is that the 
environment feels more engaging.  
When I was at home, I would get 
distracted and pulled in so many 
directions.  Being in person has a 
different vibe to it.  Being at home 
led to many mental disruptions 
that made focusing more chal-
lenging.  A negative thing about 
returning to school is that a lot 
of students miss a year, so they 
don’t act mature or professional 
when they need to.  For me, online 
school was like an introduction 
to a different type of learning. It 
wasn’t preferred, but it was our 
only option.  Overall, I feel that 
actually attending school affects 
learning abilities and work ethics.
Talia Tonini, a senior, said that a 
positive thing about returning is 
the social exposure.  She said the 
following: “I lost a lot of joy and 

motivation when I was stuck at 
home with myself all day, every 
day.”  Being on campus has its 
own atmosphere that being virtual 
just can’t meet.  Talia said that a 
negative thing about returning to 
school is that she has to wake up 
early again. “While being virtual, 
I didn’t wake up till 7 or 8 during 
online school since I didn’t have 
to leave home, yet I haven’t gone 
to sleep any earlier, which means I 
am more tired than before.”  Being 
online messes up the internal clock 
within us, which leads to tiredness 
and fatigue throughout a day at 
school.  Overall, Talia is relieved 
to be back at school. “Even though 
kids may be annoying and having 
to use a public bathroom is weird, I 
don’t think I could do another year 
of online school.”  She says that 
virtual classes allowed her to do a 
lot of work on her own time, which 
sometimes lets her finish early and 
also allows her to procrastinate 
even more. “Physical school has 
helped me to get back into a more 
normal schedule as far as school 

In Person Vs. Online Learning
Writer: Civic Gomes

work and life activities.”  
Virtual school has both positive and negative effects, so does in 
person learning.  No single school system will benefit everyone. 
Every person works a little differently.

Seniors! The time is upon us 
after our very long schooling 
careers, we’re reaching the end 
of our reign. It’s been an unend-
ing dreadful journey that most of 
us have most likely complained 
about to no end.  Along with the 
anticipation of graduating, there’s 
no doubt that a lot of us are stress-
ing about the future.  Whether it 

be college, work, the military, or 
any other career choices, none of 
our choices will be easy. That be-
ing said, reflecting on our journey 
is something that we should rel-
ish rather than view with disdain. 
Graduating and leaving this safe 
haven and not knowing our future 
is what causes stress. Whether you 
admire or revere the idea of adult-

hood or feel scared it’s coming 
and it’s not stopping for any-
one. 
 So I think it should be 
said, we’re all gonna make it 
out alive. If you have a plan or 
not, I’ve gotta say nothing is 
guaranteed. I don’t think that 
helps with easing into the idea 
that you’re going to handle 

adulthood with ease because I 
doubt anybody could. Prepa-
ration is key in that sense, 
but there’s always a curveball 
waiting to strike you out so 
stay vigilant, but don’t forget 
to enjoy the rest of your high 
school years. Life’s a roller 
coaster, so make the most of 
what you can. 

Graduating Stress: The End of an Era and a Start of Another

Is the Student Store Back?
The student store opened for one day last 
February with a positive reception from 
students. Let’s hope it opens soon again on a 
regular basis.

Writer: Theo Eckart
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LEADERSHIP
What is the Ma’i Movement? It is a 
local organization dedicated to ex-
ecute the belief that all individuals 
have “the right to access menstrual 
products and education without 
financial burden, shame or stig-
ma.”  Their mission is to “provide 

Ma’i Movement 

“Stop If You Love Me” is a student-led campaign that strives to eliminate dangerous driving behaviors.  This is an annual campaign that 
takes place in February.  Mrs. Hayashida’s leadership class waved signs with various encouraging and uplifting messages to promote safe 
driving and overall student wellness. 

DRIVE SAFE! Stop If You Love Me Sign Waving

and distribute free menstrual 
products...and advocate for 
systemic change in the gov-
ernment, schools and commu-
nity to end period poverty in 
Hawaii,” according to their 
website maimovement.org.  
The founders of the organiza-
tion are sisters Brandy-Lee & 
Nikki-Ann Yee.  

The Konawaena Leadership 
class conducted service proj-
ects to benefit our students 
and school. Taimane Alo, 
Amber Dahl, Toko Minoda, 
Koa Tagavilla, and Lacey 
Young joined together to pro-
vide free menstrual products 
to the women in our school 

community. By conducting a 
menstrual product drive and ask-
ing for donations, the group has 
accumulated over 2,000 men-
strual cycle products, including 
pads, tampons, and liners. They 
also collected over $200 in mon-
etary donations. Thanks to the 
Kona community, we are able 
to provide these products to our  
students.

Passing the 
Torch.  
Meet your 
incoming 
KSG 
Council

Left to right:  Sophia Burgess, Grace Corpuz, Devlyn Kojima, Jenna Weigelt, Regine 
Aparece, Angel Afan

Incoming KSG President: Katie Wickersham

Writer:  Lacey Young
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Why did you choose Wake Forest? 
 I chose Wake because of the 
family atmosphere. I was immediately 
welcomed onto the team by the coaching 
staff. I felt like they really wanted me 
there and gave me an offer that backed 
that. The girls that were already on the 
team really embraced me as a person 
and player; they treated me as though I 
was already there. Not to mention, Wake 
Forest is in the most competitive confer-
ence in the country, the ACC, and is a DI 
school. I found the academic and athletic 
competitiveness at Wake Forest to suit 
me very well. I also wanted to be a part 
of a strong and still growing program 
athletically, as well as be a part of the 
increasing Black representation on the 
team. I think what really solidified my 
choice was when I got to visit the cam-
pus. The campus is absolutely beautiful 
and warm. It felt like home and I just 

My name is Ariel Cohen, and I am honored to 
have been a part of the musical Little Shop of 
Horrors at the Aloha Theatre in Kealakekua. 
The overall synopsis of the show is about a 
flower shop assistant Seymour who longs to 
be with his co-worker Audrey. During a total 
eclipse of the sun, Seymour discovers an unusu-
al plant he names Audrey II, which feeds only 
on human flesh and blood. The growing plant 
attracts a great deal of business for the previ-
ously struggling store. After Seymour feeds 
Audrey’s boyfriend, Orin, to the plant, he must 
come up with more bodies for the increasingly 
bloodthirsty plant. In this production of Little 

Konawaena Talent in the Spotlight
Writer: Ariel Cohen

Shop of Horrors, I’ve been fortunate enough to 
portray the role of Chiffon, who is a part of a 
girl trio. The girl trio is based on the girl groups 
the Ronettes, Chiffons, and Crystals. The three 
characters Ronette, Chiffon, and Crystal are the 
only ones who know what is going on in the 
show. Having a role in this production has been 
a major learning experience for me because I’m 
working with so many talented adults. I hope 
to keep building my skills and after completing 
my education be able to come back to Hawaii 
one day and give back to the Aloha Theatre.
 Ms. Thorne who plays Crystal in the 
show states “Little Shop of Horrors is an in-
credibly fun show! Participating in the pro-
duction has allowed me to become even more 
connected to the Kealakekua community, a 

place I love dearly. Coming togeth-
er with others to express ourselves 
artistically and create something 
entertaining for our community has 
been really healing after a very diffi-
cult few years. The show has themes 
we can all relate to - love, loyalty, 
the need to make difficult decisions, 
and learning how to cope with the 
consequences of those tough choices. 
I hope everyone who saw the show 
had as much fun watching it as we 
had making it! 
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Interview with a Signed College Athlete 

knew there was nowhere else I wanted to 
be. 
What are you most excited about post-
high school?
 I think I’m just overall ready to take 
on life. I’m super excited to go to college 
for every experience you can get out of it: 
meeting new people, playing competitive 
soccer, getting my degree, making lifelong 
friends, finding my husband, etc. I’ve en-
joyed high school in a variety of ways and 
it’s because of that I feel I’m so ready to go 
out and live life. I’m excited to explore my 
career in competitive and professional soc-
cer. I think I’m most excited to be on TV 
and for everyone to see me do Kona jus-
tice and show the world that good athletes 
come from anywhere.
What are you planning on majoring in?
 I plan to major in Political Science 
and Government and possibly minor in 
African American studies or American His-
tory.

Caiya Hanks, a soon to be Konawaena Alumni will be attending Wake Forest University this fall in North Carolina, on a full ride 
scholarship. 
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SCHOOL LIFE

In December, students in Ms. 
Nakamura’s Modern Histo-
ry of Hawai’i classes learned 
sumi-e (Japanese ink brush 
painting) with local artist, 
Ellen Crocker. The lessons 
culminated with the creation 
of collaborative banners 
commemorating the 80th-An-
niversary of the Attack on 
O’ahu/Pearl Harbor and the 
start of World War II. Mrs. 
Crocker has been working 
with our schools for many 
years and continues to share 
her love of art with the next 
generation.

Combining  
Art 
&
History

All posters can be found by the 
social studies building. 

Say Yes to
 Music
 
“1, 2, 3, 4 crack!”  The sound of students 
drumming on their tables vibrates across the 
Konawaena music room as they engage in 
their daily drumming exercises.  The teach-
er, Mr. Younger, sits at the front, leading the 
class.  Music and Konawaena High School 
have always had a history, as Mr. Suzuki 
before he was a principal, was a music teach-
er.  Now, after a long pause Konawaena is 
building back its music program with newer 
instruments from the efforts of Mr. Barbaccia, 
the former music teacher, and the endeavors 
of Mr. Younger along with many students 
eager to play and learn music.  A trademark 
saying Younger’s students have heard per-
haps a million times is “say yes to music,” 
the philosophy behind this new foundation 
of Konawaena music.  Whether you’ve been 
playing an instrument since you were 6, or 
just recently began playing music, everyone is 
welcome.    Even though it’s not been without 
its challenges, music is slowly gaining trac-
tion in the lives of Konawaena’s students and 
hopefully is here to stay.

Freshman Emily Mendoza Ruiz and Kenya L Ramirez Cisneros practicing Ukelele 

 Michaela Alika practicing the drums

Writer: Sophia Burgess
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STUDENT OPINION

Many teenagers across the U.S as well as in Hawai’i have jobs while 
attending high school.   In fact, many students have jobs celebrat-
ing their Hawaiian culture, such as fire knife dancing and preform-
ing at hula shows.  Everyone has their own opinions as to why a job 
is so alluring at a young age, but these are only suspicions, so why 
not confirm them, if not debunk them? After interviewing multiple 
people on their perspectives of what it’s like having a job in high 
school, the answers are in. Our first interviewee was Tahoe Obre-
gon, who has been working for about a month and a half said “It 
is rewarding to buy something with your own money.” While also 
stating that the downside of having to work is a rough schedule 
that can cause it to be difficult to balance schoolwork and regular 
work. This negative also affected Emerald Umiamaka-Spencer, 
stating “It’s hard to balance your free time if you have a job cause 
sometimes you’ll have a good schedule and then someone calls out 
sick and you have to fill in for them.” Although she had her own 
reasons as to why she began working, stating she preferred to have 
her own money, be more independent, and you get early work 
experience. Using these two as a basis, it’s clear to tell that there are 
some clear benefits and drawbacks to getting a job in high school. 
The choice is yours Konawaena, if you decide to get a job just be 
wary of the downsides.

A Job in High 
School: 
Is it Worth It?
Writer: Theo Eckart

The ACT: One of the last legal and existing forms of torture in 
schools.  The end all be all for a hopeful college-minded student.  
Their future rests on a two-digit number that will determine the 
rest of their lives. Or does it?  For years, standardized tests such as 
the ACT have held such importance in schools, especially regard-
ing college applications.  Hours and hours of time poured in and 
5-pound textbooks being lugged around, hoping to increase one’s 
score; even if it’s by a point or two.  
But what students may not know is that as of the enrollment year 
2022, 1,785+ schools are test-optional, according to the National 
Center for Fair and Open Testing. 
That’s roughly ¾ of colleges and universities in America.  The 
good news continues, as many of these schools are planning on 
staying test-optional throughout the 2023 enrollment year.  Just to 
be clear, test-optional means that students have the choice to send 
in or withhold their test scores, whether it’s for the ACT or SAT, 
and your application will be focused on your GPA, extracurricu-
lars, personal statement, and more.  If you choose not to send in 
your score, your application will not be regarded as less than and 
will be judged equal to a person who has sent in their score.  
Personally, I think this is a step in the right direction as how can 
you tell if someone is “worthy” of your school by one number?  
That number doesn’t tell you much about the potential candidate 
so why should it be held to such impossibly high standards?  How-
ever, while standardized tests may not hold as much importance 
in college admissions as years prior, that doesn’t mean you should 
completely ditch your ACT or SAT testing date.  While it might 
seem tedious and excruciating, you have nothing to lose by tak-
ing these tests, especially since juniors can take the ACT for free.  
Think of it as a challenge rather than your lifeline to a good future.  
You are not your test score and the college admissions process is 
finally starting to agree.

Standarized Testing is Changing for the Better
Writer: Sophia Burgess
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The New Batman on the Block

Like a Boy  
By Katie Wickersham

In response to the poem “Remember the 
Boys” by Rachel McKibbens

I talk like a boy 
Not like a girl 
I run my mouth till I’m tired
No one ever tells me no 
I yell within walls 
And whisper outside
I don’t get told the rule 
I don’t have to abide
My last name never dies 
That kid, “Yeah it’s mine”
Becuase I have been voting since 1829
I don’t make myself big 
I always stand tall
hovering over expectations 
Society and all
The top of the patriarchy
If I must put on a title 
I am strong
I am young 

I am all this but one 

With lots of thought-provoking 
detective work and an adequate 
amount of action, “The Batman” 
was definitely a movie that I en-
joyed. The newest installment of 
Batman, played by Robert Pattison 
was definitely up there as one of 
the more notable movies of 2022. 
With my initial take being that 
Pattison was an emo edge-lord, It 

dawned on me that an emo edge-
lord is kinda what batman is. He 
portrayed the rich playboy of 
Bruce Wayne well, with a fear of 
people and going out, symboliz-
ing that of a bat. The movie dis-
played the rainy and gloomy city 
of Gotham in an almost overtly 
depressed fashion. The constant 
downpour was almost comical as 

it seemed like there were only 
a handful of scenes where 
there wasn’t the sound of rain 
hitting the ground. Though 
I guess there was a lot to be 
noted over the course of the 
3-hour movie, which was defi-
nitely enough time to cover 
the entire plot, although I do 
think it was a little extra.

It’s Promposal Season:  
The Class of 2022 
is Having a Prom!
   After two years of prom being canceled, seniors this 
year will be treated to an evening under the stars at 
the Keauhou Outrigger Kona Resort and Spa.
    Seniors voted Kira Edmoudson and Amber Dahl 
as their queen and queen.  Amber states the following 
about sharing the title of Queen with Kira,” Since 
Freshman year, I’ve known that I would run for Prom 
Queen. Sharing this title with my good friend Kira is 
not what I anticipated, but I can’t imagine sharing this 
honor with anyone else. We are going to make sure 
that prom is filled with unforgettable  memories.” 
     So save the date, April 9th and dust off your best 
shoes and get ready to celebrate an evening with 
friends under the stars. 

Writer: Theo Eckart

Are Roses Really Red? 
  February is a month that is saturated 
with sappy love poems, roses that do not 
smell like roses, and sugary delights that 
take months to work off. The broadcast 
team continued this month of fabricated 
love and displayed hearts with both serious 
and humorous messages written by students 
grades 9-12. Even better, the colorful hearts 
doubled as decorations for the morning 
broadcast set.  Love makes the world go 
round, and this world sure could use more 
love, regardless if it is February or not.

Is there 
such thing 

as a 
decent break 

up?
By Theo Eckart 

High school is something of a 
training ground for teenagers 
from freshie to senior there 
are thousands of different 
situations that students can go 
through. Though to be honest, 
most of these scenarios are 
played out through relation-
ships, both negative and posi-
tives arise from relationships. 
Though while focusing on 
the good is an easier option, 
break-ups are just as preva-
lent as getting together. So the 
question stands, is it possible 
to split ways in a non-neg-
ative manner? Personally, I 
don’t have any experience in 
splitting ways, but I do have 
a general  understanding of 
relationships. The obvious 
answer to the question would 
be something along the lines 
of  “Of course! You just have to 
come to an agreement.” 

Though I do believe in good 
outcomes, I don’t think it’ll 
always be 1. Available and 2. 
Achievable. Nothings impos-
sible but with the maturity of 
a lot of students these days, 
something like a “good” break-
up is more on the difficult side 
to achieve.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Aloha Mural 
Is Finished!
The Aloha Mural was started in 2019 by  
Konawaena student Anthony Puriit as a Senior 
for his CTE  project, but was unable to finish it 
due to Covid.  
With the help of Mr. Fuller,Laiken Brown, Ka-
rina Jimenez De La Paz, Amber Dahl, Evabella 
Sandberg and Mrs. Obregon’s advisory class the 
mural was finally completed.

Learning How to Paint 
from the Masters
Vincent Van Gogh was a painter and lived from 1853 - 1890.  
Many of his painting’s are world famous, such as The Starry 
Night, Sunflowers, and his self portraits.  Evabella Sandberg, a 
junior this year, is practicing her painting skills by recreating a 
Vincent Van Gogh self portrait from 1885.  She states, “I loved 
working on a Van Gogh style of portrait because it wasn’t sup-
posed to be perfect, so it gives you alot more freedom when 
painting.”

Vox  
Populi

Tiny People in a Big World
There is no lack of imagination in Mrs. Obregon’s Digital Media class-
es.  These photo-manipulations were produced with Adobe Photoshop 
and the use of a green screen. Students were challenged to place a 
smaller version of themselves interacting with everyday objects.

Starting from upper left: Sophomore Sasha Coupe, Junior Devin 
Ziemelis, Freshman Isabella Keffer, and Sophomore Rocky 
Acasio
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